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Variation(s) 1h
Design and choreography Rachid Ouramdane
Music Jean-Baptiste Julien
Lighting Stéphane Graillot
Stage Management Jean-Marc L’Hostis
Setting Sylvain Giraudeau
With Annie Hanauer, Ruben Sanchez
Production Chaillot – Théâtre national de la Danse
Coproduction CCN2 - Centre chorégraphique national de 

Grenoble, Bonlieu Scène nationale Annecy, Théâtre de la 
Ville - Paris
Créé à Bonlieu scène nationale Annecy le 9 octobre 2019

With the support of Dance Reflexions by Van Cleef & Arpels

→ Teaser

→ Full show

21→22 Tour
Séville 22→23 oct. Teatro Central
Bourges 16 dec. Maison de la culture

22→23 Tour
Paris 10→14 jan. Chaillot – Théâtre national de la Danse
Grenada 3→4 feb. Teatro Alhambra
Venice 19→20 jul. Biennale Danza 2023
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“Try to find out the difference in the same.” 
During the genesis of Variation(s), Rachid 
Ouramdane was guided in particular by 
this phrase of Fernand Schirren – great es-
sayist and craftsman of rhythm (who died 
in 2021) – which opens in a few words verti-
ginous perspectives.
Produced in 2019, the piece takes place in 
an empty space, without scenery, allowing 
a maximum of concentration on the dance 
itself, thus perceiving all of its modula-
tions. The work consists of two solos of 
equal length (about 25 minutes each), in-
terpreted by two long-time accomplices of 
the choreographer, Ruben Sanchez et 
Annie Hanauer.
The first one to be on stage, Ruben 
Sanchez, evolves with great vibrating 
nimbleness, on a large rectangular piece of 
wood on the floor. Hitting the ground with 
his sprightly god-like feet and / or hitting 
his body with his hands, this giant with 
windy soles generates a very percussive or-
ganic score, first in silence, then in a free 
osmosis with spellbinding music of a twi-
light jazzy tendency, by Jean-Baptiste 
Julien. Inhabited by a hybrid style (tap 
dance, flamenco, music-hall…) and with a 
stubborn personal touch, he explores the 
space with strength as much as grace.
Then Annie Hanauer takes turns. 
Incorporating the music all the way, cros-
sing lights, seemingly almost not touching 

the ground, she delivers a whirling and 
shimmering dance, punctuated with epi-
phanic moments, of which the fluidity 
matches its expressive dimension. The ac-
curacy is inexorable, at skin level, and 
transfixes time like a fiery arrow, displaying 
an ever so moving presence in this world.
In intimate resonance with each other, 
these two solos represent, according to 
Rachid Ouramdane “the two opposing 
sides of a Möbius strip”; constituting a 
perfect continuum, while displaying an 
invincible singularity: more rhythmical for 
Ruben Sanchez, more melodic for Annie 
Hanauer. Rich in emotions, reaching out 
for a trance horizon, by osmosis the two 
pieces prove to be absolutely thrilling.

Making two intense solos resonate, 
carried out by two magnificent 
interpreters, Ruben Sanchez and 
Annie Hanauer, Variation(s) proposes 
an extremely musical dance, on the 
borderline of trance.

A trance horizon Jérôme Provençal
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Biographies

Rachid Ouramdane chorégraphe 
Arrived from the CCN2 – Centre chorégraphique national de 
Grenoble, which he codirected since 2016 with the circus artist Yoann 
Bourgeois, Rachid Ouramdane has become the director of Chaillot 
– Théâtre national de la Danse in April 2021. He created complex 
shows, questioning the performance context, which he produced 
internationally. He has accorded a prominent place to danced por-
traits for a long time.  His work focused on the meticulous collecting 
of testimonies, in collaboration with documentary filmmakers and 
writers, integrating video techniques. After several years of develo-
ping these testimony poetics, his work nowadays tends to privilege a 
form of abstraction. Alongside his creative work, he fosters educatio-
nal and exchange dynamics in France and abroad. In the past, he has 
been an associate artist at the Manège in Reims, Scène nationale 
d’Annecy in Bonlieu, T2G in Gennevilliers, and the Théâtre de la Ville 
in Paris. He has collaborated with artists in a wide range of disci-
plines, such as: Pascal Rambert, Meg Stuart, Alain Buffard, Christian 
Rizzo, Fanny de Chaillé, Emmanuelle Huynh, Catherine Contour, 
Odile Duboc, Hervé Robbe, Julie Nioche, Nicolas Floch’, Mehdi 
Meddaci, Alexandre Meyer, Jean-Baptiste Julien, Daniel Danis, Sonia 
Chiambretto…

Annie Hanauer  performer 
Annie Hanauer is a dancer, performer and teacher. She lives between 
France and the UK. Originally from the US, she holds a BFA from the 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis. As a member of the Candoco 
Dance Company, Annie has taught and performed around the world 
with pieces by Trisha Brown, Marc Brew, Nigel Charnock, Claire 
Cunningham, Emanuel Gat, Thomas Hauert, Wendy Houstoun, 
Sarah Michelson, Hofesh Shechter, and in the Olympic handover 
ceremony in Beijing and the Paralympic closing ceremony in 
London, as well as in a solo recently created by Lea Anderson. She 
has collaborated with Rachid Ouramdane on the production of the 
shows Looking Back, POLICES!, TORDRE, Tenir le temps, and Franchir 
la nuit.

Ruben Sanchez performer 
Ruben Sanchez is a tap dancer. He started learning dance aged 6 and 
studied classical ballet, contemporary dance, jazz dance and 
ballroom dance. In 2001 he joined the African percussion company 
Camut Brand as a soloist and starting touring internationally. He 
then worked with Sharon Lavi of Tapeplas Dance Company with 
whom he performed in New York or Chicago, Guillem Alonso and 
Jep Melendez as well as Fabrice Martin. He has collaborated with 
Rachid Ouramdane since 2012, performing in Sfumato, Tenir le temps, 
and Franchir la nuit. Ruben Sanchez teaches tap dance around 
Europe.
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